
 

 

May 2016 
 

“WHY DOESN’T THE CHURCH OF CHRIST HAVE PASTORS?” 
 

 That is a fair question, and one to which all 

disciples of Jesus need to be ready to give an 

explanation (1 Peter 3:15). Let us turn to the Bible to 

find instructions which can help us answer according 

to the oracles of God (1 Peter 4:11). 

 Fact: Though the querist wonders why we do not 

have pastors in the church, in fact, we do. Really? 

Yes, we sure do. Speaking of the ascended Christ, 

Paul wrote this to the saints in Ephesus: “And He 

Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, 

some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers” 

(Ephesians 4:11). This is the only verse in the English 

New Testament in which the word “pastor” is used. 

That is interesting, is it not? Just a note of clarity: in 

this same verse in which we read about pastors, we 

also read of apostles and prophets. We still need 

pastors in the church today, and we still have brothers 

who can meet the God-required pastor characteristics. 

When it comes to prophets and apostles, though, we 

neither have a need for them nor is there anyone 

qualified to serve as one. 

 Fact: Pastors of the church shepherd, oversee, 

rule, and in general, take care of a local flock of 

Christians. The noun “pastor” is from the Greek word 

“ποιμήν/poimēn,” which means shepherd/herdsman. 

Thus, by definition, a spiritual pastor is one who 

shepherds. In New Testament language, along with his 

co-pastors, he shepherds the flock of God (1 Peter 

5:1,2). In that context of 1 Peter 5, the apostle Peter 

identifies those whose role it is to “Shepherd the flock 

of God” which is among them (5:2). Peter says those 

who shepherd the sheep are “elders” (5:1), and the 

local church is blessed to have these godly men 

“serving as overseers” (5:2). The wording of this text 

makes it plain that in God’s plan (and that is the only 

one that counts!), elders are the overseers who 

shepherd the flock. We recall, though, that by 

definition, a pastor is a shepherd, that is, he shepherds. 

Thus, when we connect Peter’s written statements 

with Paul’s oral statements to elders from Ephesus, it 

is clear that “pastors” is simply another designation 

for those who function as “the elders of the church” 

(Acts 20:17,18,28).  

 Fact: The church has only one Head Pastor. Jesus  

alone is described as “the Chief Shepherd” (1 Peter 

5:4). The Christ has preeminence in all things 

(Colossians 1:18), and the pastors/elders who serve 

under Him are equal to one another in value and 

importance. Among God’s people, we never should 

refer to a mere mortal as a/our “Head Pastor.” 

 Fact: In God’s plan for the organization of His 

church, not every member of the body is allowed to 

serve as a shepherd/pastor. Every Christian can be 

saved, labor faithfully in the Lord’s Cause, and 

eventually go to heaven, but not all may be pastors. 

God has given specific traits that one must possess in 

order to be appointed as a pastor/elder (Titus 1:5-9; 1 

Timothy 3:1-7). We dare not disregard His setup.  

 Fact: In the Bible, the term “evangelist” and the 

word “pastor” do not refer to the same role. Again, 

biblically speaking, a pastor is a shepherd, overseer. 

An evangelist is one who bears the good news of 

salvation: he is a gospel preacher (2 Timothy 4:2,5).   

 Not long ago I was given the opportunity to read 

the notes that a professional person wrote about me 

and placed in a file with my name on it at her work 

place. In a handwritten note, she identified me as 

“pastor” of a church in Chattanooga. She did not hear 

that from my lips. I told her that I am a gospel 

preacher/evangelist. Rather than record what I said, 

instead she interpreted my message to mean that I am 

a pastor. Wrong conclusion.  

 “I do not want to argue, but I would think if you 

teach God’s word to His flock, then you are helping 

them grow spiritually. So, really, you are playing the 

role of a pastor.” Many brothers of all ages and levels 

of spiritual maturity might present lessons that 

contribute to the strengthening of God’s church, but 

only those who meet the heaven-given criteria are 

allowed to function as pastors (Titus 1; 1 Timothy 3).  

 Fact: Some congregations currently do not have 

pastors. For a variety of reasons, local churches exist 

without a multiplicity of brothers who possess the 

scripturally-designated qualifications. However, each 

local church needs to be working diligently to train 

brothers so that some of them one day in the future 

will be qualified and prepared to serve as pastors.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 21 
 

  What did the Lord want Israel to do in the matters 

of an unsolved murder, women captives, inheritance 

rights, and a rebellious son? These are some of the 

topics noted in this chapter.   

 Procedures to be followed in a case when a person 

had been killed, but there was no evidence to show 

who had slain him (21:1-9) – The priests were to be 

involved in settling “every controversy and every 

assault” of this sort, calling on the elders of the 

nearest city to take the lead in killing a heifer (21:5). 

A premium was placed on atonement and putting 

away the guilt of innocent blood and doing what was 

right in the sight of Jehovah (21:8,9)  

 Taking wives from among their enemies (21:10-

14) – Though the Lord forbid His people to intermarry 

with the Canaanites, this passage indicates that if the 

Israelites defeated their enemies in battle, then from 

among the living captives, a man was allowed to take 

a woman as his wife. Like Rahab and Ruth later did, 

the implications would be that such a woman would 

be required to renounce any former religion and 

become a follower of the law of Moses.

 Inheritance rights of the firstborn (21:15-17) – The 

oldest son was to receive a double portion of the 

father’s inheritance (21:17). For instance, if there were 

four brothers, the inheritance would be divided into 

five parts, with the eldest brother receiving two parts 

(double what his brothers would get). This inheritance 

law was to be carried out even in a case where a man 

may have preferred one wife or son more than others. 

 What to do with a disobedient son (21:18-21) – It 

always had been the Lord’s will for a child to honor 

his father and mother (5:16). If a son would not obey 

his parents, and even after they chastened him he 

remained “stubborn and rebellious” (21:18), then he 

was to be stoned publicly. Why such drastic action? 

God’s answer to Israel was, “. . . so you shall put 

away the evil from among you, and all Israel shall 

hear and fear” (21:21). It is no laughing matter when 

children do not respect their parents! And, it is neither 

loving nor helpful when parents allow a child to go 

undisciplined or act as if he were “the boss.”  

 What to do with the body of a person who has been 

hanged (21:22,23) – God considered some violations 

of His law to be “a sin deserving of death” (21:22). If 

a person was hanged for a crime committed, he was to 

be buried the same day. Also, one who died by 

hanging on a tree was counted as “accursed of God” 

(21:22). Do you suppose that is why some Jews 

rejected Jesus, who became a curse for us when He 

was hanged on a tree? (Galatians 3:13; Acts 5:30). 

-- Roger D. Campbell 

Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 22 
 

 A wide variety of instructions comprise the 

message of this section. It is not easy to divide it into 

a clear-cut, specific outline. Some of the themes are: 

 Taking care of a lost or injured animal (22:1-4) – If 

a person’s animal went astray and an Israelite found it, 

he was to return it to its owner. If one found the 

animal but did not know to whom it belonged, he was 

to take care of it until its master sought it out. The 

same was true for the non-living possessions of 

others. If one saw his brother’s animal injured, he was 

to provide assistance. Such laws should have instilled 

within God’s people a recognition of the importance 

of a person’s property rights, kind treatment of 

animals, and the need to have a benevolent spirit. 

 Sundry laws on keeping certain things separate 

(22:5-12) – Wearing clothes that are worn by those of 

the opposite gender, mother birds and their babies, 

sowing with different types of seeds, and plowing 

with different kinds of animals – these are some of the 

commands recorded in this passage. The statutes seem 

clear enough, though explanations are not provided 

for most of them. Know this: (1) If God gave such 

laws, then they were right; (2) If God gave such laws, 

then He had a reason/purpose for them; (3) While the 

Israelites may not always have known the exact 

reasoning behind a command, they knew what was 

expected of them – submit to it without grumbling.   

 Various laws on sexual misconduct (22:13-30) – If 

accusations were made against someone for sexual 

misconduct, no punishment could be carried out 

without proper investigation and securing of evidence. 

It was wrong to ignore proof and faithful testimony, 

but it was just as wrong to make a false accusation. 

 If a man took a wife and at some point after the 

marriage claimed that his wife was not a virgin when 

she married him, there were two possibilities: (1) his 

claim was false, which would result in him paying a 

fine for causing her to have a bad name and never 

being able to divorce her or (2) his claim was true, the 

punishment being that she would be put to death. 

 Death by stoning was the punishment for 

committing adultery (22:22-24). On the other hand, a 

plain distinction was made if it was a case of rape. If a 

man raped a women, then he was to be put to death, 

while she obviously was guilty of no sin (22:25-27). 

What about two single people committing fornication? 

The man was required to pay a penalty fee to her 

father, he must take her as his wife, and he would 

never be allowed to divorce her (22:28,29). 

 May we always have respect for the sanctity of 

marriage and God’s arrangement for the home.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



A CALL TO CARRY THE GOSPEL INTO THE WHOLE WORLD 

 Someone needs to teach Ben, who lives across the 

street from our church building.  

 Someone needs to teach the gospel to the husband 

of my kids’ or grandkids’ school teacher. 

 Someone needs to teach the wife of the man who 

teaches our kids how to play a musical instrument or 

coaches their ball team. 

 Someone needs to teach the gospel to our next-

door neighbors. 

 Someone needs to teach God’s word to the 

waitress who takes our order and serves us twice each 

week when we eat at the Corner Café.  

 Someone needs to teach our cousins, aunts, 

uncles, and other family members.  

 Do you know what all of this means? It means that 

we need Christians busy teaching God’s word right 

here! Right here in our own neighborhoods, in our 

own cities, and in our rural areas – right here at home.  

 None of us should think that every Christian has 

to travel to the other side of the world in order to be a 

part of the teaching team that tells lost people the 

great news about the Lord’s eternal salvation. No, not 

every member of the church is required to get a visa 

which enables him to enter and teach God’s word in a 

foreign land. And, if someone does decide to devote 

part of his/her life to spreading the gospel overseas, 

that does not prove that he/she is more faithful in 

serving the Lord. One’s character and relationship 

with the Lord are not determined by where he 

breathes, eats, opens a Bible, and sleeps. A brother or 

sister might choose to stay in one general location for 

their whole life and serve in the Kingdom in that same 

spot. God bless them for such service.  

 At the same time, though, we must never ignore or 

overlook this reality: Jesus wants His followers to get 

the gospel message to every person in the world. You 

know that I am not making this up! What did our Lord 

say to His apostles? “Go into all the world.” For what 

purpose? “. . . and preach the gospel to every 

creature.” With what desire? “He who believes and is 

baptized will be saved . . .” (Mark 16:15,16). That is 

Great-Commission Christianity! Count me in.  

 Jesus said that He wanted His disciples to begin 

teaching the message of repentance and remission of 

sins in Jerusalem (Luke 24:46,47). The Christ did not 

say that Jerusalem was the only place that needed to 

hear the truth. It was just the starting point. His will is 

for the gospel to be taught to “all nations.” 

 Isaiah 11:1-10 is a message about the reign of the 

Messiah. We are blessed to live during the time that 

He is on His throne and ruling over His Kingdom 

(Colossians 1:13,14). Isaiah foretold that in the days 

of the Messiah’s rule, “(For) the earth shall be full of 

the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the 

sea” (11:9). What an exciting image – knowledge of 

the saving Lord covering the globe just like the waters 

cover the sea. If this is going to happen in our 

generation, then a whole bunch of saints need to get 

on their horses/planes and get busy teaching the word!  

 Romans 10:18 also brings to our mind the thought 

of spreading the gospel to all parts of the earth. After 

discussing the need for preachers, the fact that not all 

obey the gospel, and the truth that faith comes by 

hearing (10:14-17), Paul declares, “Their sound has 

gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends 

of the world” (10:18). Do you not love the thought of 

all people in all places being taught the gospel? I do! 

 “Far and Near” is where there are lost souls. 

“Going afar upon the mountains” is not for everyone, 

but we sure could use a whole lot more folks to leave 

their daddy and mama, along with the security and 

comforts of home, to go tell lost people about the risen 

Son of God whose blood can wash away their sins! 

 At some point after Paul became a Christian and 

had begun to preach the gospel, he went to Jerusalem. 

While there, the Lord spoke to Him with a life-

changing message. The Lord had a plan for His 

servant’s life. What was it? He told Paul, “Depart, for 

I will send you far from here to the Gentiles” (Acts 

22:21; emphasis mine, rdc). “Far from here” – that is 

where Paul was summoned to go teach the gospel.  

 Would you and I be ready and willing to go “far 

from here” to live and teach the gospel? Let me 

rephrase that. If the Lord charged us to go “far from” 

where we currently are living comfortably, would we 

do it? Well, would we? What would be our reason for 

carrying out or not carrying out such a commission? 

 In modern times, there is the potential to teach 

people in far-away places without ever leaving home. 

It also is true that short trips to other regions of the 

world can be helpful in getting the good news to lost 

people and strengthening the saved. Yet, we still need 

“boots on the ground” in faraway places. That would 

be Christians living around, close to, and among lost 

people in distant lands. That would be members of the 

church living long term in cultures that initially are 

strange to them, learning to speak languages that in 

the beginning sound like gibberish. Regardless of how 

diligently we do the Lord’s work close to home, there 

always will be a need for some of us to go teach the 

gospel “far from here.”  

 What are your personal plans to have a part in 

teaching the gospel to every person on the planet?  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



1 Peter 1:8 – LOVING AND BELIEVING IN THE UNSEEN CHRIST

 Peter’s inspired epistle which we know as “1 

Peter” was written to first-century saints who were 

facing trials in their lives. As Peter reminded them 

that their faith is more precious than gold, he referred 

to Jesus’ coming. Speaking about Him, he went on to 

say, “whom having not seen you love. Though now 

you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy 

inexpressible and full of glory” (1 Peter 1:8). 

 Did you catch that? The Christians to whom the 

apostle wrote this letter had not seen Jesus while He 

was in the flesh. We would have to think that such 

was true of the majority of Christians who lived in the 

last half of the first century. Despite the absence of 

such an opportunity to see Jesus in bodily form, they 

loved Him. They believed in Him. And, they had great 

joy because of Him and their relationship to Him. 

Such love, faith, and joy should have motivated them 

to persevere despite the persecution and other trials 

which they would face. The same would apply to all 

of Jesus’ disciples living today – love, faith, and joy.  

 When we use the words “the unseen Christ,” we 

mean that He was unseen by some people then, just as 

He is unseen by all humans living on earth today. Yet, 

we recognize that there were others in the first century 

who did see Jesus. In 1 John 1:1 we read, “That which 

was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 

we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked 

upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the 

Word of life.” So, John and others were blessed to see 

and hear the Christ. Some only saw Him before His 

death, while others were witnesses of His resurrection, 

meaning that they saw Him after He rose from the 

dead (1 Corinthians 15:4-8).  

 When Jesus passed through Samaria and spoke 

with a woman beside a well, she went and told others 

about Him. In response to her testimony, many of the 

Samaritans believed (John 4:39). Other Samaritans 

came out to see and hear Him for themselves. What 

was the result? “And many more believed because of 

His own word” (John 4:41). This last group stated that 

their faith in Jesus came about due to what they 

personally heard from Him (John 4:42). 

 While some believed in and were attracted to our 

Lord because of what they saw with their own eyes 

and heard with their own ears, Jesus pointed out that 

some would believe without having had the 

experience of seeing Him in bodily form. We recall 

that the apostle Thomas was persuaded that Jesus had 

risen from the dead. When did he possess such a 

conviction? After He saw and heard the risen Christ. 

He confessed Him with these words: “My Lord and 

my God” (John 20:28). Jesus told His disciple, 

“Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have 

believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have believed” (John 20:29). What conclusion should 

we draw from these incidents recorded in the book of 

John? It is possible to believe after one has seen the 

Lord personally, and it also is possible to believe even 

though one has never seen Him personally. 

 “But how can somebody believe when there is no 

convincing evidence?” Oh, that is the point, my 

friend! Those who were eyewitnesses to Jesus 

believed on Him because of the divine power that He 

demonstrated. Those to whom Peter wrote about 30-

35 years after Jesus’ death also had genuine faith, 

faith that was based on proof. Remember, faith is the 

“evidence” of things not seen (Hebrews 11:1). While 

many people today speak as if faith were a leap in the 

dark, that is, just “hoping” that something is true in 

the absence of real proof, in reality, true faith in the 

Bible always is based on evidence! Biblically 

speaking, where there is no evidence, there cannot be 

real faith.  

 What about those of us living today who believe 

in and love Jesus? It is still a matter of evidence. The 

Bible is the word of God. This is something which we 

can prove. Then, because the Bible is true and 

reliable, it becomes our evidence. Based on this 

evidence, we believe in Jesus as God’s Son. The Bible 

records the testimony of credible eyewitnesses – those 

who saw and heard Jesus. John recorded some of our 

Lord’s miracles to cause us and other readers of his 

book to believe in Jesus (John 20:30,31). He supplied 

the proof of His Deity, and we accept it.  

 What about loving the Lord? Someone may think 

it sounds crazy to love one whom we have never seen. 

Actually, “We love Him because He first loved us” (1 

John 4:19). How do we know that He loves us? The 

Bible gives us evidence of it. We stand in awe of His 

sacrificial love and all that He has done for us. Let us 

not be ashamed to tell the world that, yes, we believe! 

Let us not be ashamed to tell the world that, yes, we 

love Jesus! Let us not be embarrassed to tell others 

that, yes, we have joy because of our risen Lord! 

 We have not seen Jesus in the past and we do not 

see Him now. However, that will change one day. One 

day in the future “we shall see Him as He is” (1 John 

3:2). What a day, glorious day, that will be! 
-- Roger D. Campbell 
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